ARGUMENTS DEMONSTRATING THE EXIST-
ENCE OF GOD AND THE DISTINCTION
BETWEEN SOUL AND BODY, DRAWN
UP IN GEOMETRICAL FASHION.

DEFINITIONS.

I.    Thought is a word that covers everything that exists in us
in such a way that we are immediately conscious of it.    Thns all
the operations of will, intellect, imagination, and of the senses
are thoughts.   But I have added immediately, for the purpose of
excluding that which is a consequence of our thought; for example,
voluntary movement, which, though indeed depending on thought
as on a causal principle1, is yet itself not thought.

II.    Idea is a word by which I understand the form of any
thought, that form by the immediate awareness of which I am
conscious of that said thought; in such a way that, when under-
standing what I say, I can express nothing in words, without
that very fact making it certain that I possess the idea of that
which these words signify.    And thus it is not only images de-
picted in the imagination that I call ideas; nay, to such images
I here decidedly refuse the title of ideas, in so far as they are
pictures in the corporeal imagination, i.e. in some part of the brain.
They are ideas only in so far as they constitute the form of the
mind itself that is directed towards2 that part of the brain.

III.    By the objective reality of an idea I mean that in respect
of which the thing represented in the idea is an entity3, in so far
as that exists in the idea; and in the same way we can talk of

1  cogitationem quidem pro principio habet.    ' volonte" pour son principe,*
F. V., which is not so pointed.

2  conversam in.                        * entitatem rei representatae per ideam.